
 

Happy Thanksgiving! A Shoebox Story 
 
It is the month for Thanksgiving and it is the month for shoeboxes.  We have much to 
give God thanks for: salvation, grace, mercy, God ‘s patience and love, forgiveness, 
eternal life, joy, the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Spirit…  I hope you can continue the list 
and fill up an entire page! 
 
Let me share with you a shoebox story I just heard: shoeboxes were being distributed 
in an orphanage.  One little boy removed himself from the party and the activities that 
were going on.  A women tried to give him a shoebox and he refused saying there was 
nothing in there that he wanted.  When asked what it was he wanted, he said he wanted 
parents.  The women told the boy that someone had gone to great lengths and love 
to pack this shoebox.  He was finally convinced to take a shoebox. 
 
In the bottom of the shoebox was a picture of the family that packed the box with a 
note and their contact information.  The orphanage encouraged the children to write 
thank you notes for their gifts.  This boy wrote his thank you note, which turned into 
becoming pen pals with this family. 
 
Long story short: the family eventually adopted that little boy.  We cannot pack and 
deliver parents in a shoebox for orphans, but God can. 
 
I hope your heart will be full of love and excitement as the 
time of our shoebox packing party draws near – Sunday, 
November 15th, 8am to noon (but we will probably be done 
closer to 11:30!!!) 
 
Invite as many as you know to come and celebrate and sweat 
together as we pack 1,601 shoeboxes.  Every shoebox has 
the potential to reach over 7 folks with the salvation story of 
Jesus and His love.  That is something to get excited about! 
 
“Take Risks” and God Bless,  
Pastor Sal 
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Weekly Exercise 
Keep your feet moving!  David Crays teaches free line dancing here on Wednesdays nights 
at 6pm.  It is a great opportunity to connect with folks in our community.  David asks for 
donations and those donations go toward shoeboxes. 
 

ENGAGE:  
Pursuing Excellence in Global Methodist Missions. 

November 6-7th here at Dover Bethany Church! 

Dover Bethany is the host church for this seminar which 
is open to our entire Annual Conference.  We will need a 
boat load of volunteers as we host and serve our guests 
from across the conference.  We will be needing the 
worship team, greeters, folks to pray, coffee and snacks, 
meals, and lots of happy, smiling faces! 
 

Engage Training is a 2-day intensive program developed by the Kingdom Advancement 
(Missions Team) Commission of the Global Methodist Church to Equip, Empower, and Connect 
local churches and conference leaders for effective Acts 1:8 global missions. 
We have no idea how many are coming, but we want to roll out the red carpet and practice 
some extravagant hospitality while our extended family members of the Global Methodist 
Church are with us. 
 

Exciting Times 
You might have seen the tower the trail men have lashed together down 
by the picnic pavilion.  The boys are having a great time! There is so much 
they want to do, that they are now meeting weekly. Our troop size has 
doubled since we started last year! 
 
If you would like to volunteer or have a child, grandson, neighbor that might be interested – 
send them our way.  Contact the church office and they will put you in touch with our troop 
leaders.  We meet ever Tuesday night at 6:30 PM. Trail Life is for boys 5-18. 
 

Thank You for Your Prayers and Financial Support 
Our IMO Mission trip to Nigeria went well.  Team members will 
hopefully be sharing some of their experiences Sunday, 
November 1st. Praise God!  At the last minute, they received a 
large donation that covered the balance of what was needed!!!  
Praise God!  Praise God!  Praise God! 
 

Trunk or Treat at Dottie’s 
Thank you for those who helped out at Dottie’s.  We had plenty 
of candy and opportunities to pray with some folks in our 
community. 



 

 

 



 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Packing Party NEEDS  
 PRAY!!!  Pray that all these things (logistics, donations, finances, volunteers, guests…) 

will all fall into place. 
 Set up is Tuesday night, November 10th at 7PM.  Our Trail Men will be helping move 

everything from the basement to the sanctuary.  Come help us get this set up and 
decorated! 

 Money!  We need about $6,400 to help cover our costs.  The next couple Sundays we 
will try to keep you updated.  We want to celebrate God’s provision and we want to 
keep you current incase the Lord lays it on your heart to make a special gift. 

 Donations!  Still needed for shoebox gifts: 
Washcloths (300)   Combs (560) 
Coloring Books (637)    Pencils (424)  
Stuffed Animals (1,096)  Tote Bags (1,136)                                                                

and always, toys! 
 Food!  We can’t have a party without food.  We need some help and probably some 

donations.  Watch the Sunday bulletin. 
 Volunteers!  Watch for opportunities to help us during the packing party.  We promise 

you will get to be part of the fun of packing several shoeboxes!  Watch the Sunday 
bulletin for how to sign up. 

 PRAY!!!  Pray that all these things (logistics, donations, finances, volunteers, guests…) 
will all fall into place. 

 

We Remember 
November 1st is All Saints Day.  We take time to remember those who have gone before us 
in the faith.  This includes Christians throughout the history of the church, as well as our own 
personal family members who have passed the faith on to us and have helped us grow in our 
Christian understanding and practice. 
 
Thank you to Shirley and Terry Saylor for setting up our remembrance tree.  The ornaments 
are pictures of church members who have died that we take time to remember, honor and 
give God thanks for. 
 

Yearly Church Meeting 
Our Charge Conference this year is Sunday evening, November 8th at 6:30.  We want to 
celebrate what God has done over the last year and set our priorities thru the next year.  This 
meeting is for anyone, but voting is only for church members.  The main things we vote on 
are salaries and nominations.  Pastor Todd Christine from Grace Church of Hanover will preside 
over our time together. 
 

Christmas Decorating! 
Help us deck the halls here at church on Sunday, November 29th, following our morning 
worship service.  There may or may not be pizza after all the hard work – we’ll let you know. 

 



 

Volunteer at the  

Baltimore Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 

Processing Center 
When we send out our shoebox gifts, they go to Baltimore where they 
are double checked and sorted by age and gender before they are 
shipped around the world.  Our team will travel together down to 
Baltimore.  We have reserved the following date/time (Sign up on your 
Communication Card):  
Saturday, December 12, from 1:00—5:00 pm  

  

York Area Homeschool Choir Christmas Concert 
The York Area Homeschool Choir will be having their Christmas Concert on Friday, December 
4th, with pre-concert music beginning at 6:30 PM and the formal concert at 7 PM.  The concert 
will be at Northeastern High School, Manchester.  The choir is under the direction of Nancy 
and Pastor Sal Buonocore.  Elaine Myers is the Junior Choir accompanist.   
 

Thanks for Asking and Thanks for Your Prayers 
Many have asked Pastor Sal about his brother’s death.  His brother Brian was 60 years old and 
died of complications from cancer.  He died with no spouse or children and no will.  Pastor Sal, 
as next of kin, has taken some responsibilities in handling his brother’s affairs but the majority 
of things are tied up until the lawyers and the state of Ohio. 
 
Pastor Sal will be going to Ohio for a brief visitation service for friends and co-workers and will 
be leading a memorial service back in Delaware County, PA in November.  It has been a great 
comfort, support and strength to have your understanding, love, and prayers during this time. 
 
 

Christmas Schedule: Plan Ahead  
Christmas Eve Schedule, December 24th (falls on a Thursday) - times to be announced 
 Potluck Meal  
 1st Service (child friendly glow sticks) 
 2nd Service (traditional candles) 

Christmas Day Worship on Friday, December 25th at 10 am 
 

 



 

 


